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A DIFFERENT SYSTEM
I | work on the Colmmbia Fligehavay
(ot s connty i nearty all heing done
by cifi) crs from onmtside Colunling ( TS
Uiey Dove almaost invasinbily sl et the v
B0k cotil raels andd the sub=contractors oy o il
w shili et Lo others. “This system of sulseon
iaeting has gone 1o such extent that the peo
ple ate wondering whether or not there is any
money 10 he made by the people who are actu
ally o the work and whethier or nor 1
contract price being paid by the county for the
work i cassive for that kind of work
[iver win has o separate wea on the gues
tons, bovdly any two having the same opinion
T ol the tax payers it looks as thongh
the price bemg padd by the connty is tao high
anil 11 vhie work Nh"lil!‘ he done fon el
155k 1 ndd conld e f the work was con
frncte! to Toeal men who have the interests of
il at heart, and this argument wis
hardl disprited until the bids for the
Witk the  Nehalem  road were  sub
il hen it was found that with, one gin-
il ¢ tion the bids of docal men were high-
or | re those of the outside bidders
I petances the loeal men were pre
peiteed hoall the necessiary machinery and
i o gooon and do the work really at

leos oot than conld any outside confractor

I panent with wlieh to do the work
anl hese loeal men, tax pavers anmd rEst
dint he county, bk eomsiderabily  more
than the ontsuders,  So it would seem
th resudents of the county will bid
I loing the same work, being familiar
witll shitions in their tocality, having the
it ciuipment, and fully able to handle
thi Il Bid more than the foreign firms,
i e sl that the work 15 bemg done
as chenply as it can be done for ander the con-
fract LMY e Y

N ~!lu-~.1iull-i. a8 ta whether the coun
Iy ciin the work at less eost than can con
tractors will be serthed for the Columbia City
Warren road buls wepe opened by the Court
Inst lay, only one bid beimng submitted
and that of the firm of Jeifrey & Pufton ofPort
fand ch the Court rejected as heing too
higly vill do the work under the direction
af 1 domaster amd County Court. This
will desnonstrate the difference in cost under
the el system and the other system of
o domg s own work,  The Mist has
fohesianey m predicting that the work to be
dome by the County Court will cost far less
tan the contract work.

\nother feattre of the work to be handled
by the Court s that white men and residents
will | ven the preference of the work amd
Wstead of having erews of illjterate and un-
mitratized foretgners and non-taxpayers the
lirmer- and the farmer's horses will be given
ciploy ment on the publie road paid: for by
the pavers of the county, Really  the
Conrt s to he comménded ptrongly for re
Eetinge the bids on this piu'v of work amd
Waving it done by the people who help pay
for it il who can therehy reap some of the
bt £y I public work in the community.
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IN A HOLE

SO person 1s to hlame very serionsly for
the s sitiabion in St Helens  just  at
Present Fhe contract for the construction of
wsewer e Disteiet No. 3 was let to the _|.‘u||t"-
Kennedy Constraetion Co,, at a price which
Was, tosay the least, all the property coulil

S and the specifications as prepared by
the (i Fngineer contained provisions for
certim kimmds of work,  After some months
Il_u- work was finished, the engineer in charge
OEthe work for the City reported a full com-
Piance with thee onteact, the city conneil ac-
pted e sewer and issued warrants for the
il amonnt in paymeént therefor and passed
an ordinanee :i_s._w.;-;ging the cost of same 10
the [ rly owners, l‘.pnﬂ trial ls‘ some of
the residents of the  sewer  district it was
fnprul that the sewer did not work satisfact-
Ol Tests were made amd it was found that
the iy joints were not all cemented and the
Witter waonld sun omt instead of going down
the pipe,  Other experiments were made with
the sume redulls, ; .

Fhe situation at this time is anything but
Jslaciory to the property owners of the city.
the contracting company has its money; the
fty voumeil has accepted the work: the prop:
Y owners refuse 1o pay for the sewer until
WIS Tinished according to contract, Ata Inter

ol Chregon

meeting of the couneil the
the sewer was rescinded
tireeted (o enforee the
tract and compel

action in accepting
and the engineer
provigions of the con-
the contractors to do the
work over again. '

Fhen comes another counter prapostion by

acting company wherein they hold
that the city has entered into contracts with
them for the construction of sewers in dist-
nets G and 7 and under the ruling of the court
they are enjoined from doing any work in
these districts: therehy they \\'t'n"('mn]wllt't]
o remove  their  machinery and discharge
their erew and leave the (‘it}". -

l||l.' (YIRS

I the city requires them o repair the sewer
m dhistriet 3 lhl."\' will probably endeavor Lo
hold the city 1o its contract in 6 and 7.
. Phe vesalt will in all probability be a con-
tinued law suit with all attendant costs and
trombiles

Fruly somebody is o blame. It would
seent thiat the better plan for the council ta
have followed would have been to secure the
rights of way before letting thee ontraet, It
woilld seem that the city conneil should have
seenred the services of an engineer to superine
tend the work on behalf of the city who was
sulliciently competent to see that the mterests
the property owners were protected and
that they would be getting something  for
thetr money. It would also seem thie a firm
o the standing of the James Kenne's Con-
struction Company would do the work in a
manner that could not Yeag them into such
disputes as would ruin teir business in the
late of Olregim

But the situation has (o facedl, The
for  the blunder must
The eity council is in
povtg to he diftienlt 1o
cerge 1o the satisfaction = all eonces il
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|r;’:l'|u\ 1r-,||n||-|]n1|-
shoulder the Llame
hole Trom which it is
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The Liggest event vet o be hiell in Colum-
bia County during 1914 will be the Connty
Fair in Seprember,  Every indies o POEits to
a most successiul fair, and  fruit
s stock raisers and wanofieters haye
signified therr mtention of havine ex” ibits at
tan

Farmers
Erower
the New huildings have been erecredd
therehy insuring plenty of room far wl! eshi-
bits and new stock sheds will furnisiv ample
e Culs
wimbin County Hair should attract nmny visi-
tars from outside the county this vear and

room for the housing of live stocl.

these visitors should he shown what Colu nliia
County produces,  As a matter of {104 we pro-

duce some of the best prains, griaswes [rais

writer for the Ban Franciseo Ex-
aminer, makes wsome pertinent re
marks coneerning the causen of the
present depression in business which
iro interesting ns showing the condl
tlons on Wall Street and the polit|
enl nlgnificance thereof. Some of hl
romarks follow:

Lat none imagine that Preolder
Wilson's sudden change of face i
ward big business has accomplinhm
anything fundamental.

Pinanclers polnt out that Wiise:
set out to govora the Unlted Atate
and its hundred widlon inhamwtant:
with all the arsogunea of s wchool
mastor lording over a class of ahild
ren, that he havghelily forbade the
country's largust owgloyogs of lubo,
and ecapital t9 9iler IMm bunsel o
adviee of any kind, or even to ente;
s presence, and that he surroanded
himsell with sueh avowed enemios of
business Intervsta as Vrean, Meadoo
and SBkelton Wil lnns, eaclh with his
special grddge (v watict .

But now, it Iy vsplained, Wilson
i'nils he eannot ride rough shod o or
the nation’s employers and is anixi-
ous to win thea over. e somer
sault is regarded us o domonstration
of weakness rather than an act of
repentance or statesmanship.

LB

Many business men, therefore, are
not stralning themseives to work up
pre-election enthusiasm for the Wil-
won Administration,

I have sald Wall street can enum-
orate reasons aplenty for its sullen-
ness, woe and lamentation.

Lat me dash off u few of the un-
settling incldents and Influnces—
many of them of Wall street’s own
making, which enter the glooming
reckoning of the moment and pre-
vent the return of cheerfulness and
bouyaney,

1— Expectation of a New Haven re-
celvership.
2—Nervousnoss over the Intorstate

Commerce Commisslon's uncon-

cenled biterness toward the rall-

roads,
A—Foars that Panl M. Warburg may
not Join the Federal HResorve
Board gnd that amateurs of puny
ealiber  will fill the vacancies,
leaving MocAdoo and Willlams,
men of no practical experience, in
vontrol.
4—Uncortainty over pending Trust
legisiation.
fi—Reports that the Interstate Com-
merce Commission will go after
Hoek Island, Chieago & Alton
and New York Central
f—Expectations that Chesapeake &

and farm produce i the world. We e in
the  county of  the highest  class
tharonghbred stock in the world.  Our wood

[ome

some chowee manufactured |

factores trn out
produet s . I!
an exhilit that will canse visi

S and residents too, to open their eyes i
astomshment and to marvel av the greatness
It is up to Columbia
W hen

we da have such an exhibit it is up to the

\We can have
Lo

of our small connty,
County folks to have such an exhibit.

people of the county to attend and otherwise
lend every enconragement toward making the
1914 Columbia County Fair the iggest event
ever held i the county,  Make it what the
name implies, a Columbya County Fair, par-
tieipated in by Columbia County people.
TEEEEEE

The Tax Liberator is the name of a new
publication published at Roschurg by the Ore-
gon Rational Tax Reform Association and
which deals exelusively with the tax questions
The proposed tax laws which are
to be voted on ths fall in Oregon are taken
up and explained i a very able manner and
paper

the information given out by this s

viluable to every voter in Oregon.
L] ot ook ok
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i firtation is a coeducational  institution
this town ought to he full of diplomas.
i & K W RN
Many o man knows what he would do in
the other fellow's place, but he never rejiches

the place
TEEER R,

We are waiting to hear from our distingui-
sheidl eitizen who annually has a photo taken
of himself anda borrowed steing of fish,

'TERELE.

Huerta went in drunk and came out drunk-

er,
N BRI R

L
Ta a diseriminating smoker, the one thing
better than a good smoke is a better one.
KRR A
A baby is a mighty good thing to have, but
a twomrly vear old one should he put n the

amoke honse and cured
"R EEE

Next to the music of a tree frog, the wail
of a disappointed office secker is about the

loneliest sound on earth,
PO T

Cangress has been engaging in hot debate
as to whether prosperity prevails or not. 1f
Ol Pros. comes nosing agonnd s we'll nab

Ohto dividends wil stop,
T—Finuncial troubles overhanging
Migsouri Paclfle, Missouri, Kan-
sns & Texans, Wabash, Bt. Louls

San  Franclsco, Chleago &
dastern lllinols, Clneinnatl, Ham-
an & Doilon, Western Mary-
lardl,  Denver & Rio Grande,
Waole n 1'.ofie, Intérnationnl &
Great Northern and other roads.
Hallroads with o total of one bil-
llon  seeurities outstanding are
Already In bankruptey.
§—~Growing feeling tnat New York
Central's future is in danger.
9—1'neasiness over malptenance of
Baltimore & Ohlo 6 per cent dis-
bursements In face of a deflelt
after making the payment,
10-—8hrinkage in demand for new
security Isaues,
11-—Henvy maturities pending,

&

circles over the disclosure of the
netual facts underlying the Claflin
method of dolng business and of
ralsing money from banks with-
out giving the most elementary
fuots on which to base the grant-
ing of credit.
13—The threatened strike of West-
ern railroads employees (Wall
street looks for arbitration and,
as always, wage concossions,
14—Growth of anarchistie demon-
strations and I, W, W.'lsm, «
15—Repewed selling of American

Investments by Europeans who

are dumfounded by the attitude

exhibited by the Government and
the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission toward the country's own

Investmenta,
16~ —Tarifl nfter-affeots.
17—Mexleo, Ulster and Albany.
18-——Business depression here, in

Canadn, in most European coun-

tries, In Arnentlﬂl. in Brazil, and

olsewhere.
19—Impending election turmaoll.
20—Fall yesterday in several'stocks,
including Roeck Islgnd, New York
Central and Baltimore & Ohlo, to
the lowest point in thelr history.
LI T

These are samples of what Wall
Street Ig nding to worry aver.

For my part 1 had figured that o
helpful rate decision would prove
the signal for a substantial recovery.
But If ligh politics are to enter luto
the sltuation, it may easily be that
no great transformation will peeur
until: voters have been given time to
| register thelr dissatisfaction with
the way things have been golng.

To me it Is slgnlficant that there
Is o sort of consplracy of sllence
among those at the top of the Nnan-
cinl heap. N Ty

him without the formality of debate.

¥

Mr. B. €. Forbes, the ﬂnnnulnlf

-

12--Hidden misgivings in financial| g

CENTRAL MARKET

Our trade is increasing every day, therefore
have had to add some more to our force to

serve our many pations, which we are Hounad
give the bést of attention both in the market
and on our delivery,

eYars of experience has tanght us that the
hest of everything is the most profitable, ther
fore, we have employed experienced help amni
handle only the best of meats and the great-2:
variety.

CENTRAL MARKET

B. I. Plummer, Prop.

SERC DEED SEEDE O SEEE O SRR (| SElSY R PAEDE- O
All Work Guaranteed. Estimates Furnished.

'R. CONSTANTIN

Plumbing and Heating
Sheet Metal Work

St. Helens Oregon
) PEDY &I VEDT O SERS R O FEET S | S

Columbia County Abstract

Company........

-

Abstracts, Real Estate, Insurance.
Loans, Conveyancing

St. Helens,

f
Jd o wines

Oregon

LIQUORS CIGARS

You Always Get the Best at

DURKE' S

PLACE

Bunnsafl:\'_ BLpe. ST. HELENS, ORE.

]
»

EUROPEAN PLAN

AMERICAN PLAN
EVERYTHING MODERN AT THE

ST. HELENS HOTEL

J. GEORGE, Proprietor ALL BUSSES CALL AT HOTEL
RATES $1.00 AND UP

SPECIAL RATES TO REGULAR BOARDERS
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NYALS FACE CREAM Is a fine after shave preparation
SOLD AT THE NYAL DRUG STORE

DEMING’S DRUG STORE
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E. A. ROSS,

* OMPLETE HOUSE FURAISHINGS
B St. Helens, Oregon
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